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INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Today I received within the prescribed time a letter from the member for 
Dawesville in the following terms -  

Mr Speaker, 

Please be advised that today I seek to debate as a matter of public interest the following motion - 

That this house condemns the government�s management of Indigenous affairs in Western 
Australia.   

This matter appears to me to be in order and if sufficient members agree, I will allow it. 
[At least five members rose in their places.] 
The SPEAKER:  I allow the matter to proceed.  
DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [3.03 pm]: I move -  

That this house condemns the government�s management of Indigenous affairs in Western Australia.   

Although the wording of this motion is quite broad, it gives us the opportunity to specifically target the Premier 
on his management of Indigenous affairs in this state, including during his time as Minister for Indigenous 
Affairs, and particularly on matters relating to the management of Indigenous affairs in the Kimberley.  Reports 
from the Kimberley reveal crises in Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing, and huge issues of sexual abuse in places 
like Kalumburu.  We have seen the banning of the sale of full-strength alcoholic drinks in Fitzroy Crossing cause 
people to go to places like Halls Creek, Kununurra, Derby and Broome in search of alcohol.  Now the State 
Coroner, Alistair Hope, is investigating 20 recent deaths of Aboriginal people, largely relating to alcohol, in the 
Kimberley. 

I will highlight some of the issues relating to the Kimberley.  The first is revealed in a report in The West 
Australian stating that 80 per cent of Aboriginal children in Fitzroy Crossing leave school without the literacy 
and numeracy skills necessary to get a job.  The next headline reads �Kimberly housing wait list nearly 900�.  
The article states that nearly 900 requests for public housing in the Kimberley have not been met, including 
hundreds from Indigenous families.  Given that 70 per cent of Homeswest tenants in the Kimberley are 
Aboriginal, that represents a huge waiting list for Aboriginal people in that region.  The next headline reads 
�Lifespan falls for Aboriginal men�.  The article reports that life expectancy for Aboriginal men has declined in 
only the past five years from 51 to 47.9 years, which is a huge drop in life expectancy.  Life expectancy for non-
Indigenous men in Western Australia is still 76.9 years.  There is a huge gap in life expectancy between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous men.  The life expectancy for men in the Kimberley region is the worst in the 
whole of Australia. 

I turn to the report on key performance targets in Indigenous agencies, which reveals why there is such a huge 
problem for Aboriginal people in Western Australian communities.  The report refers to the key performance 
indicators for the Department of Indigenous Affairs.  These are the targets upon which are based assessments of 
the ability of the DIA to assist and support Aboriginal people.  During the opposition�s time in government the 
rate was 65 per cent.  One might think that that is a fairly low level, but it is determined by asking Aboriginal 
people what they think of the department and the job it is doing.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
got stuck into the opposition when it was in government because the figure was only 65 per cent.  It has since 
dropped - especially over the past year - to only 47.7 per cent.  The DIA has failed, according to its own 
assessment, to provide adequate services to Aboriginal people in Western Australia.  What has the government 
done to address these major issues in Western Australian Aboriginal communities?  It has run from crisis to 
crisis, trying to put the fire out.  Every time an article about Aboriginal communities such as Halls Creek appears 
in The West Australian, the government suddenly runs there and says, �We�re going to fix this problem; we�re 
going to do this, we�re going to do that.�  The opposition says, �Well, what about the rest of those Aboriginal 
communities?  They�re just as badly off; they�re in just as much difficulty as Halls Creek.�  What does the 
government do?  It focuses all its attention on Halls Creek until the next media report comes out, this time about 
Fitzroy Crossing.  The government then starts talking about what it will do to fix things for the people of Fitzroy 
Crossing.  The government goes from one failure to another.  Then, when a report on what should happen within 
the Department of Indigenous Affairs appears, the government tries to suppress it. 

Today the government has finally tabled the report into the DIA, and the report from Lieutenant General 
Sanderson.  The government has finally been dragged, kicking and screaming, to release these reports, and only 
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because the State Coroner demanded them.  I believe the government sought legal advice, which suggested it 
would be unable to suppress the reports.  The odium attached to the government�s refusal to release the reports 
has continued.  It attracted very strong criticism from the coroner and local people from the Kimberley who felt 
insulted that the Premier refused to assist the coroner in his quest to access those reports.  Members should look 
at what has happened to these people and what has been identified during the investigation into what is 
happening in the Kimberley. 

I refer to comments made outside the Broome court by Mr Hammond, who is the coroner and who has five 
different organisations looking after funerals within the Kimberley region. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Mr Hammond�s not the coroner. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  No, sorry; he is the manager of funeral directory services in the Kimberley.  An article that 
appeared in The West Australian states - 

Inside the Broome court, Mr Hammond yesterday provided Mr Hope with statistics, compiled by a local 
funeral director, on deaths he had dealt with between January 2002 and mid-2007. 

. . . 

He said that, according to Mr Cornish�s analysis, about 50 per cent of all the indigenous deaths he had 
dealt with in the time frame were alcohol-related. 

What services for alcohol-related problems has the government provided in the Kimberley?  There are no drug or 
alcohol rehabilitation services available in Fitzroy Crossing.  The town relies on a visit every three to four weeks 
by an expert from Derby.  What has the government done to address the issue of excessive alcohol consumption?  
In Fitzroy Crossing, the government has prohibited the consumption of full-strength beer without providing any 
increases in services for alcoholics, such as counselling and other support services.  What have the Aboriginal 
people who are addicted to alcohol in that community done?  They have done exactly what we said they would 
do; that is, they have gone elsewhere.  They now go to Halls Creek, Kununurra, Derby and Broome.  We have 
read the reports in the paper about the increasing number of alcoholics from the Fitzroy region arriving in 
Broome, which is a huge issue.  The government continues to fail.  What has the coroner said about what is 
happening in the Kimberley?  What is his assessment to date?  In particular, what is his assessment of the 
Department of Indigenous Affairs?  At the request of the coroner, the DIA sent one of its senior representatives 
to talk about issues relating to Aboriginal people.  What did the coroner say about the performance of the DIA 
personnel who were sent there?  An article in The West Australian of 15 November states - 

The revelation came as Mr Hope said it appeared �bizarre� that the Department of Indigenous Affairs 
was �so ignorant� about Aboriginal affairs.� 

An article on 14 November states - 

Mr Hope said he was surprised that the department wouldn�t have its �finger on the pulse� on alcohol 
and drug abuse and housing problems, given - 

That the DIA representative -  

. . . had said the agency�s function was to co-ordinate. 

When questioning the department representative about Indigenous housing, Mr Hope is reported to have said - 

�I�m struggling to see what your department�s role is.� 

He is struggling to see what the department�s role is because the DIA has been emasculated by this government.  
The DIA used to have a very strong role, which was twofold: its first role was to manage Aboriginal heritage and 
lands, and its second role was look after the interests of Aboriginal people, especially those living in remote 
Aboriginal communities. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  It was to look after your fishing trips. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The Premier talks about my fishing trips with Aboriginal people.  I am proud of those.  If I 
was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs now, I would do it again.  Does the Premier know why?  It is because I 
did something that he never did.  When the Premier was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, he sat in his ivory 
tower in Perth and made decisions about what happened to Aboriginal people.  I visited the Aboriginal people�s 
lands, I went fishing with them and I talked to them about their communities and their land.  I sat around a fire 
with them and discussed those issues.  The Aboriginal people with whom I talked were proud of my 
involvement.  Nothing makes me prouder than when I talk to Aboriginal people and they compare me with the 
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Premier when he was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs.  They said that we cared about what they said and 
about communicating with Aboriginal people. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  I have never heard one person say that about you. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I can give the Premier names. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Go on. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  The member for Murdoch will talk about it in a while.  The head of the Martu organisation 
talks about how much better our government was at communicating with and listening to Aboriginal people and 
making sure that their concerns were taken on board.  They have asked for the government�s current legislation 
to be pulled because they have not been consulted about it.  When I went to Diamond Gorge with some 
Aboriginal elders, where they caught fish, a film was taken of us sitting around a fire talking about the issues 
affecting Aboriginal people.  We gave Aboriginal people a voice in this state.  We gave them the ability to have 
direct one-on-one contact with the minister, and they communicated their fears and concerns. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  You tried to turn them into objects of hatred and fear, that�s what you did. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  We did nothing of the sort.  What was the first thing the former Minister for Indigenous 
Affairs did when he became the minister?  He shut down all the departments that the previous government had 
established to support those remote communities. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Which departments?  Name one department that I shut down. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  We had expanded the Department of Indigenous Affairs to have representatives in Halls 
Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Kununurra, Derby and Broome.  Why did the Premier, as the then minister, shut them 
down?  Because he said that the department was too much like the Disability Services Commission. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  You stacked the department with Liberal Party functionaries and you went fishing. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  He got in, a wet-behind-the-ears minister who had just walked in the door, and shut down 
something that was crucial to Aboriginal people and that would have made a big difference. 
Mr A.J. Carpenter:  What did I shut? 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  The Premier shut down those little branches of the Department of Indigenous Affairs that the 
previous government put in those areas to be advocates for Aboriginal people.  The fact that it vaguely 
resembled a disability service arrangement had nothing to do with it.  The purpose, structure and function of 
those people - 
Mr A.J. Carpenter:  You stacked the department with Liberal Party functionaries and went fishing. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  They were not Liberal Party people.  They were Aboriginal people in those communities 
whose job it was to act as advocates and to deal with the bureaucrats whom Aboriginal people have trouble 
dealing with.  The people in Halls Creek were to go with those Aboriginal people when they had housing, 
accommodation and justice issues.  That was their job, and the former minister took that role from them.  We can 
see in the government�s report that it has sucked away that department�s goal.  The government has sucked away 
the role that the DIA had in acting as an advocate for Aboriginal people.  That is why the people in the 
Kimberley said that they wanted the DIA shut down.  They want it shut down because it is not providing a 
service to Aboriginal people.  What is the government talking about doing?  It is talking about giving the 
department the job that it had when we were in government; that is, to be an advocate for Aboriginal people. 
Mr A.J. Carpenter interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  The Premier was an absolutely wet-behind-the-ears minister when he took on the portfolio 
and he had no idea what role those people played.  He shut down those branches because he got bad advice. 
Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 
Mr A.J. Carpenter interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  I will not comment about -  
Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 

Point of Order 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY:  On a number of occasions during question time, I think it was only opposition members who 
were called to order for interjecting.  During the past 10 minutes of debate, we have had continual interjections 
from the government side and it is making it very difficult for the member to speak. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Darling Range, that is clearly not a point of order.  I will control the 
chamber, thank you. 

Debate Resumed 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  This wet-behind-the-ears minister got the position, took bad advice and removed people who 
would have played a huge role in dealing with those issues that are currently affecting Aboriginal people.  What 
would have happened -  
Mr A.J. Carpenter interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  I have no time left and I think it is inappropriate that members opposite keep interjecting. 
If the coroner had asked the Department of Indigenous Affairs what was going on in the Kimberley when we 
were in government, he would have known the details.  The coroner would not have had to question the role of 
the DIA, but the DIA would have had a crucial role in looking after Aboriginal people in remote communities, 
making sure that it was aware of their issues and acting as an advocate to government departments.  It used to 
have regular meetings -  
Mrs C.A. Martin interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  Be quiet for a minute; the member can have her turn when it comes. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Kimberley! 
Dr K.D. HAMES:  It used to have regular meetings to bring those government departments together and give 
them a deep understanding of what needed to be done to address the issues affecting Aboriginal people.  The 
government has failed Aboriginal people.  It has failed Aboriginal people in the Kimberley in particular, and all 
the reports that I have highlighted today and the inquiry by the coroner show what a bad job this government has 
done. 
MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [3.18 pm]:  What a hide this person has to get up and move this 
motion!  Let us get one thing straight; the member has already admitted to Parliament that he is a failed 
Indigenous affairs minister.  He said it.  They were his own words from his own mouth. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You were the champion.  You were the minister while all these things were going on. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will tell members what happened.  When he was minister, women and children were 
being raped and murdered and he did nothing about it!  Women and children in Aboriginal communities were 
being raped and murdered and he turned his back on them!  What disgusting hypocrisy!  Women and children in 
Aboriginal communities were being raped and murdered and Minister Hames did nothing.  He would not even 
listen to them.  He refused to listen. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What did the minister do?  He spent his time on fishing trips.  That is what he got the 
department to organise.  Everybody knew it.  The Aboriginal communities were alive with it.  Who was the head 
of his department?  It was Hayden Lowe, whom the minister got to work on his Liberal Party campaign.  He 
worked on the minister�s campaign and he physically clashed with a boy on the day of the election while he was 
on the minister�s campaign.  Who did the minister have in his department when I took over as the minister? 
Dr K.D. Hames:  That�s after he left his job. 
Mr T. Buswell:  He left. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, he was the head of the department. 
Mr T. Buswell:  At that time? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  No, he wasn�t. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes.  He was the head of the department.  He was still the head of the department 
when I became the minister.  He worked on Minister Hames�s campaign in government time while he was the 
minister, using public money. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  It was in private time. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is the truth of it.  Who else did the minister have in there? 
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Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  I think that is quite enough.  As members roar across the chamber, perhaps 
they would like to allow the Hansard staff to do their job and to give them some credit for trying to get some of 
that down.  The only member with the call currently is the Premier. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The comments just made by the Premier, when he made the accusation that public money 
was used on a Liberal Party campaign, impugn the reputations of both a member of Parliament and a senior 
public servant.  I ask that you, Madam Deputy Speaker, instruct the Premier either to withdraw that statement 
and apologise or to substantiate it. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I do not know whether I heard all of the comments in terms of a direct accusation.  
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Yes, that is what he said. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  If there was one made, I ask that it be withdrawn. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What is the accusation I must withdraw, Madam Deputy Speaker? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The Premier accused Hayden Lowe of using public money - 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He was working on the minister�s campaign. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  And you accused that minister of using public money. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Madam Deputy Speaker, he was using public money on the minister�s campaign. 
Mr T. Buswell:  You don�t have to argue.  This is a point of order.  This is not the Labor caucus, you know. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, I will clarify that there is no point of order.  We will move on, Premier. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There is more to this.  When I became the minister I asked for a list of the people in 
the department so that I could see who we had working there.  One of the people in the department at a senior 
level was Colin Edwardes.  I asked the people in the department what Colin Edwardes did and was told, 
�Nothing for the department; he works full time on Liberal Party affairs�, and the minister knew it.  That is why 
the minister placed him there.  He had been warehousing him in the department.  What do we have?  The 
minister turned his back on innocent women and children being raped and murdered.  He went on fishing trips 
with the head of his department.   

Withdrawal of Remark 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  Madam Deputy Speaker, the Premier continues to say that - I forget the exact words - while 
women and children were being murdered, I did nothing.  That certainly in my view impugns my reputation. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  It is not a debating point, member.  What is the point of order? 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  My point is that the Premier is impugning my reputation.  If he wants to make that 
accusation, which is not true, he should do it by way of substantive motion so that I have an opportunity of 
responding to that accusation.  I therefore ask that he withdraw. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  It is quite true that direct accusations made about members of this place are very 
serious and should be done so by substantive motion.  I think in this instance it goes close to that mark.  I ask the 
Premier to withdraw and we will continue. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I withdraw, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I quote from the former Ningaloo MLA, Rod Sweetman, a former member of the 
minister�s own party. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  What do you think the motivation might have been? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  With what motivation?  Is the former minister impugning the integrity of Rod 
Sweetman now? 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I am indeed because what he has said is not true. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The former minister has never denied the truthfulness - 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 20 November 2007] 

 p7375f-7389a 
Speaker; Dr Kim Hames; Mr John Day; Deputy Speaker; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Paul 

Omodei; Mr Brendon Grylls; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Eric Ripper; Mrs Carol Martin; Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr 
Trevor Sprigg 

 [6] 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I have denied - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The former minister has never denied the veracity of what he said before. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I have, every single time the Premier has raised it.  I have said it�s not true. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is what the former member for Ningaloo had to say - the minister did not 
challenge it in the Parliament when it was said - and I quote from Hansard - 

I remember my embarrassment when I sat with a group of Aboriginal women at the Aboriginal medical 
centre on the day minister Hames came in to address the serious issue of child abuse and molestation 
and the bashing of women in the Aboriginal community in Carnarvon, and in the Mungullah 
community and the broader area of the Gascoyne, . . .  

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The quote about the minister continues - 

he announced what I think was a $2.4 million advertising campaign that would be the answer to all their 
problems.  We would educate people through an advertising campaign that they should not bash and 
molest their kids or bash their wives.   

I was embarrassed and they were embarrassed, and of course the problem continued. 

Because he did nothing.  Do members opposite remember who Susan Taylor was?  I do.  I remember who Susan 
Taylor was.  She was killed while members opposite were in government and they did nothing about it.   

Several members interjected.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We established the inquiry into her death; our decision resulted in the Gordon inquiry 
and all the things that have flowed from it.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  You should be ashamed of yourself.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, that is a very good point.  Members are making it very difficult to hear 
anything of relevance as they try to shout over each other in the chamber.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They did nothing about it.  They created that community in a way that Robert Bropho 
could not be touched.  He could go on molesting children there as long as he liked and nobody could do a damn 
thing about it.  Well, we did something about it and members opposite squealed that we should do nothing about 
that man.  They had members weeping in the Parliament because we were moving against Robert Bropho.  The 
former minister has the audacity to come in here and raise these issues.  What did members opposite do with 
Aboriginal people?  I will tell members what they did.  They sought to make them the objects of fear and 
loathing in the non-Aboriginal community.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  That is not true.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is true.  Through their approach to native title they sought to make Aboriginal 
people the objects of fear and loathing and to use them for gross political purposes.  They did that, to the shame 
of all those people who were involved.  They sought to make Aboriginal people in Western Australia the objects 
of fear and loathing.  They turned their backs on Aboriginal women who were, in the very words of a member 
opposite, crying out for help.  The then Liberal minister turned his back and went fishing and left women to be 
bashed and raped and their children to be molested.  It was not until we got into government that we finally said, 
�Stop!  Enough is enough.  This will not go on in this state anymore.  We recognise the position of Indigenous 
people.  We will recognise their native title rights and we have established a process to deal with the offenders 
who are raping and killing women and children in those communities.�  In eight years that minister did nothing.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It took you seven years.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It did not take seven years at all.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Gordon inquiry started, I think, in our first - 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You did nothing about the Gordon inquiry. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Hillarys! 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is quite amazing; however, it is not unexpected because they have run these sorts 
of lines before.  I will tell the house what happened.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  You were wet behind the ears.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Wet behind the ears?  Within the first week of becoming minister I had delegations of 
Aboriginal people coming into my office to explain what the member for Dawesville had and had not done as the 
minister and asking me to get rid of the Department of Indigenous Affairs, which he had turned into an impotent 
waste of taxpayers� money whose only purpose was to organise his fishing trips.   

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If they organised the trips well they got a pat on the back.  That is what happened 
within my first week.  I must say that I was drawn to the suggestion that we should shut down the department, 
but I did not act pre-emptively; I waited and watched and went ahead with the implementation of our policy.  I 
came to the view - 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does the member for Dawesville believe that the Department of Indigenous Affairs 
should be shut down?   

Dr K.D. Hames:  No; no-one does. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Thank you.  What is the point then?  Nor do I.  Does the Leader of the Opposition 
believe the Department of Indigenous Affairs should be shut down? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Why don�t you explain what is in this report?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Leader of the Opposition should read it; it is a public document.  It recommended 
the closure of the department and I disagreed.  I have outlined my view in some detail on a previous date - I 
truncated it because I could not go on for more than an hour or so.  I could have spoken uninterruptedly for about 
24 hours on all the issues that we are addressing, and how, in Indigenous affairs in this state.  However, I 
reduced the speech to about 45 minutes.  I refer all members opposite to the detail in that speech.  Yes, issues 
continue to need addressing.  Indigenous affairs is a very complex, multifaceted, deeply difficult and emotional 
issue for those who care about it.  It is not an issue that I will allow the team on the other side of state Parliament 
to use as a political football, particularly given its record of complete and utter abrogation of responsibility.  
When the opposition was in government, it took a blatantly violently racist approach to Indigenous affairs.  I will 
not stand here and meekly accept the sordid, self-serving political exercise that the opposition is dishing up 
today.  I hope that the State Coroner produces results and recommendations that are worthwhile and that will 
allow us to improve outcomes for Indigenous people in this state.  None of those positive outcomes will be 
thanks to the member for Dawesville�s complete failure as an Indigenous affairs minister.  The member for 
Dawesville has the responsibility on his hands of Aboriginal people having been murdered, raped and bashed.  
He did nothing about it.  

Withdrawal of Remark 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I refer to my previous call for a point of order.  The Premier has done it again.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I ask the Premier to withdraw.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is withdrawn. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have to live with my conscience and so, too, does my friend the member for 
Dawesville.  The member should go home tonight and ask himself what he did to protect young kids such as 
Susan Taylor.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What did you do? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I shut the place down and those responsible were brought to justice.  Bropho has been 
to prison.  What did the member for Dawesville do about that situation?  He did nothing.  

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [3.34 pm]:  What we have seen today is 
an example of the Premier being backed into a corner.  He has protested just a little bit too much.  He knows full 
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well that the member for Dawesville was a good Indigenous affairs minister.  The programs he instituted in this 
state were very good for young Aboriginal people, particularly the swimming pool program. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Name another one!   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  There was a whole range of them.  During the three years that the Premier was the Minister 
for Indigenous Affairs -  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Dawesville!  I am on feet.  You are not helping the Leader of 
the Opposition�s contribution at all.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  When the Premier was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Aboriginal people were raped 
and murdered.  Is he responsible for those who were raped and murdered during his time as the minister?  Does 
the Premier take responsibility for that?   

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  I take responsibility for being the first minister to do anything about it. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  What a load of rubbish!  I will tell the Premier about his record.  When he was the Minister 
for Indigenous Affairs, he was an absolute failure.  When he was the Minister for Education and Training, he 
was a failure.  One need only look at the Legislative Council inquiry into the Balga Works program to know that 
he was a failure as the Minister for Education and Training.  When the Premier was the Minister for Resources 
and Energy, he was a failure  

Point of Order 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have the feeling that the Leader of the Opposition is impugning my integrity.  
Consistent with your previous rulings, Madam Deputy Speaker, I suggest you make him withdraw those 
comments.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members are allowed to have a little bit of a robust debate, so I will let that one fly.  
Members should not push the envelope.   

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Far be it from me to canvass your ruling, Madam Deputy Speaker; however, the facts are 
that the Premier has been a failure in every single portfolio.  He can run but he cannot hide.  When the Premier 
was the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, he removed the local area coordination model that was instituted by the 
member for Dawesville.  That model was a world-renowned and successful model under the Disability Services 
Commission.  Does the Premier deny doing that?  That model, which was applied to Indigenous affairs, was 
removed when the Labor Party came into government.  That is one of this government�s major achievements.  I 
can carry it a bit further.  The only achievement of the Labor government in this area since coming to power is 
the removal of Western Australia�s first Indigenous minister.  I refer to Hon Ernie Bridge, who was an 
outstanding member of Parliament.  The Labor Party�s failure of Ernie Bridge and the Indigenous people of 
Western Australia made Ernie Bridge become an Independent.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Members opposite do not like the truth.  The Premier can ask Ernie Bridge why he 
resigned from the Labor Party.  Ernie Bridge also resigned from the Labor Party because the member for 
Kimberley is an absolutely useless member!  That is what he told me.  All of those things have happened since 
the Premier has been a member of Parliament.  The Premier should not come into this chamber and throw mud, 
because he is culpable.   

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  The Leader of the Opposition has the call. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  At the moment Mr Hope, the State Coroner, is investigating up to 20 alcohol and drug-
related Indigenous deaths in the Kimberley over the past seven years.  I repeat: there have been 20 alcohol and 
drug-related deaths since the Labor Party came to government.   

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Yes, alcohol and drug-related deaths, not deaths relating to bashings, murder and rape.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  And none of those people were murdered?  What happened to the lady in Warmun only a 
year ago?  Come on!  The Premier cannot have it both ways.  When the Premier has been deficient in his duty 
and is locked into a corner, he lashes out - and he lashes out at anyone.  The fact of the matter is that hearings are 
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being held in Derby, Fitzroy Crossing and Kununurra.  The ban on alcohol in Fitzroy Crossing has been an 
abysmal failure.  Where are those people now?  Where are the programs that involve specialist social experts 
who are needed to sober up these people? 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Is the ban wrong?   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  What I am saying is that if the government must institute a ban, it must institute it on a 
much wider basis.  The Premier knows that.  The head of police in Broome has criticised the Premier; so, too, 
has the head of the local government.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  He didn�t.   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  He did not?  He criticised the government for not dealing with that issue.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  No he hasn�t.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  He did not? 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  No. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  My God; I must be living on another planet!  The truth of the matter is that this Premier 
has been a failure in his stewardship of Aboriginal matters in this state.  If the government had applied the 
rationale used in the National Drug Research Institute�s report �Restrictions on the Sale and Supply of Alcohol: 
Evidence and Outcomes� to the issues that exist in the Indigenous communities in the north west of Western 
Australia, perhaps we would have had some good outcomes.  The truth of the matter is that most of the 
successful programs in Western Australian Indigenous communities have been initiated by the private sector 
under partnership arrangements.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Is there something wrong with that?  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  It is excellent.  Indeed, those are the programs that should be expanded.  I understand that 
that is what the government is trying to do.  I do not have a problem with that.  The Premier has come into this 
chamber and blamed all and sundry for the problems in our Indigenous communities without taking any 
responsibility although he was the responsible minister for three years.  The deaths happened under his 
stewardship of Indigenous affairs in Western Australia   

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [3.38 pm]:  The Premier would have us believe 
that all the problems in remote Indigenous communities have been solved.  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, the only person who has the call is the member to whom I have only just 
given the call.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The Premier would have us believe that all the problems in remote Indigenous communities 
have been solved under his watch.  Last week when I spent three days in Kununurra and Halls Creek I talked to 
representatives from those communities.  Quite clearly, the problems have not been solved on any level.  In my 
short contribution today I will focus on housing.  When the Halls Creek issue came to the attention of Parliament 
via an article in The West Australian, it became clear that overcrowding in those communities was a substantial 
problem that had a flow-on effect of abuse and other problems that have been well documented.  Since then I 
have continued to travel to Halls Creek to meet with the community.  The government has tried to roll out a plan 
to address those concerns.  I was in Parliament when the government announced that it would spend $12 million 
on housing in Halls Creek.  Last week I had the privilege of seeing the instigation of that housing program.  
About half a dozen new houses have been built, while a dozen house pads have been laid.  The new subdivision 
in Halls Creek is getting closer to nearing completion.  The trouble is that the program will provide houses for 
government department officers.  When one travels to Mardiwah Loop at Halls Creek, one can see that no new 
housing has been planned.  I saw only one new house built by Homeswest.  In Halls Creek there are still 
65 people on the official housing waiting list.  Across the Kimberley there 863 families on the waiting list for 
access to housing.  That is just one of the myriad problems in remote communities. 

As I see it, the challenge is the cost of the housing.  The housing I saw being constructed cost $511 000, which 
was just for a family-sized house on one of the new blocks.  Quite simply, the money is going to run out far too 
quickly.  The concept of building traditional Kimberley-style housing in those communities is not going to 
deliver a solution to the chronic overcrowding.  When one travels to Mardiwah Loop, one can see that no effort 
has been made in 18 months to counter the chronic overcrowding.  One family occupies a house and another 
family occupies a tin humpy behind the house.  Another family occupies a smashed-up caravan across the way 
while another family occupies a broken-down car body with a tarp strung over the top to try to protect people 
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from the sun.  That was what was happening on the ground in Halls Creek last week.  There is no government 
plan to address that. 

The National Party has talked about copying what is happening in Karratha.  A company called Blue Ridge is 
building 70 dwellings in a new development in Karratha for the mining industry.  The project will be finished in 
about six months.  That is very fast.  The dwellings are being constructed in the metropolitan area.  They will be 
transported on trucks.  It is an instant housing option for 70 families in the Karratha industrial area.  I have 
spoken to the company about the ability to make that happen in Halls Creek.  It is very interested in exploring 
that.  It has the ability to build the houses to the strength that is required for remote communities� needs.  It has 
done contracts with immigration detention centres and can build houses to any specification.  The most 
important thing for the minister to consider in this is the ability to get housing into those remote communities in 
a timely manner - it should not be a 10-year program, but a one-year program.  From the housing I have seen, 
both the transportable kit homes in Welshpool and what I have seen being built in Halls Creek, I think we are 
looking at a price of less than half for the transportable options.  I implore the minister: let us move away from 
the rhetoric that we continue to hear in these debates.  Let us look at compiling a plan that can deliver an 
outcome to the people who are living in chronic overcrowding and who are dealing with the dysfunction that 
occurs from that chronic overcrowding.  We now have a model that is being rolled out in Karratha over the next 
couple of months.  We will see what Blue Ridge and Rapley Wilkinson Pty Ltd can do with 70 units being put in 
place in a very short time frame.  That program needs to look at its adaptability for the Halls Creek community.  
We need a pilot program that looks at facilitating that for the Halls Creek community, who are the first people to 
identify this real challenge in Indigenous housing.  If we can get a pilot program to work with 100 houses in 
Halls Creek, there is no reason we cannot roll that out across the Kimberley.  No member in this place would 
deny that in Broome, Derby, Wyndham, Kununurra, Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing the demand is there for 
that style of housing.  We need to rethink the way we build housing in remote communities.  If we keep building 
houses the same way we have always done, the waiting list will continue to grow and the dysfunction will 
continue to grow, and members of this Parliament, no matter who the minister is - Labor or Liberal - will 
continue to stand and attack each other because no solution will have been provided for the chronic 
overcrowding in Indigenous communities.   

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Indigenous Affairs) [3.43 pm]:  I have to say that I am 
extremely disappointed with the standard of debate that is taking place in the chamber this afternoon.  Most 
particularly, I am disappointed in the complete absence of any facts or research from those who sit opposite.  I 
am particularly disappointed with the member for Dawesville because I had not realised that he was someone 
who would set out to mislead the house.  I believe he has done exactly that. 

One of the claims made by the member for Dawesville - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Do you agree with the Premier�s comments? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Yes, of course I agree with the Premier�s comments.   

The member for Dawesville attempted to suggest that no drug and alcohol services were provided in Fitzroy 
Crossing and that somehow the community was serviced by a doctor out of Derby.  That is just an incorrect 
assertion.  I hope that the member withdraws that comment.  If the member had been there any time recently, he 
would have been able to meet people from Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services.  They provide cultural health 
services for us and the WA Country Health Service in Fitzroy Crossing.  They also operate the Kimberley 
community drug service team.  As the member is clearly not aware, we have provided funding of some $373 000 
to Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services for prevention services and clinical treatment services through the 
existing partnership of NCHS and WACHS.  The new services consist of one full-time equivalent prevention 
worker, one full-time equivalent Aboriginal alcohol and drug worker - working with Nindilingarri - and one full-
time equivalent treatment worker with WACHS.  The new service will operate out of the existing sobering-up 
centre.  In addition, the Drug and Alcohol Office has provided $50 000 to enable modification of the sobering-up 
centre.  It is a 12-month pilot service to replace the sobering-up centre, which was not well attended.  The 
agreement was signed off on 17 September this year, and was then sent to NCHS for signing.  The prevention 
worker and the alcohol and drug worker are in place and the WACHS treatment worker is being recruited.  
Those are the facts.  Members opposite have not looked at what the response has been.  They have made an 
arrant assertion that, although alcohol restrictions have been put in place in Fitzroy Crossing, no additional 
support services have been provided.  That is simply not the case. 
The community drug service team provides a visiting fortnightly service through Derby.  It is a separate matter.  
The worker remains in the area for approximately two days each visit.  That is separate from Nindilingarri 
Cultural Health Services and what is done by WACHS.  In addition to that, the Drug and Alcohol Office has 
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provided some $20 000 for one-off funding to the Marniwarntikura women�s resource centre to undertake 
community consultation to inform the development of a drug and alcohol action plan for the town in conjunction 
with NCHS as part of the development of new drug and alcohol services.  The agreement was signed off on 
30 August this year.  That project has also commenced.  The Marniwarntikura women�s resource centre has 
retained a consultant.  Work is in progress and the Department of Indigenous Affairs is also assisting. 
There is also to be an analysis of the impacts of the liquor ban.  A six-month moratorium was imposed on take-
away alcohol sales for all alcohol above 2.7 per cent, which started on 2 October.  The Drug and Alcohol Office 
has been negotiating with Notre Dame University to undertake a project in the Fitzroy Valley to measure the 
impact of the prevention program and other related interventions and the level of alcohol-related harm in the 
community.  I am anticipating that that will go ahead. 
The Fitzroy Crossing District Hospital is another area in which the government has been proactive.  A 
$15.71 million hospital is being built.  Twelve acute beds plus two other beds will replace the old eight-bed 
hospital.  That is expected to be ready for practical completion in December this year.  It is not a knee-jerk 
response to something that has been in the media recently.  It is something the government planned some years 
ago.  We have some other partnerships with NCHS.  We have put in place family violence support services at the 
Marniwarntikura Fitzroy women�s refuge.  The 2007-08 funding is some $421 930, which is from the joint 
commonwealth-state supported accommodation assistance program.  The current service agreement goes from 1 
October 2006 to 30 September 2009.  Again, it is a service that is already in place.   
The Department of Health is establishing a new family centre that is also associated with the commonwealth�s 
healthy for life program.  Recruitment has already commenced for the position of family centre coordinator and 
three Aboriginal healthy for life project officers.  They will occupy temporary accommodation until more 
permanent accommodation at the hospital is ready for them.  There has also been an emphasis on sexual health 
prevention action, again, by WACHS Kimberley.  The sexual health service includes the creation of a sexual 
health nurse position at Fitzroy Crossing, the employment of an Aboriginal male health worker through the 
healthy for life program, and the establishment of the family centre.  There has also been an increase in services 
for young people and so forth.  Therefore, it is plainly untrue to suggest that no additional services have been put 
into the area since the alcohol ban came into effect or that this has been some kind of knee-jerk response.  This is 
something the government has been working on for a long time.   
I really should not have been surprised at the misleading comments made by the member for Dawesville, 
because when I looked back at some of the other papers that he put out, I found his discussion paper dated 
20 April 2007.  Page 11 of that document has a heading �Social Issues�, and this would supposedly give us some 
guidance to the Liberal Party�s approach to these issues.  I read the discussion paper to see whether it had any 
good ideas that might be of some use to the government.  Towards the bottom of page 11, it says - 

Strong action, and not more committees or reports, is essential to resolve these problems.  Addressing 
social and racial disadvantage is an essential component of this action. 

What does it say in the next paragraph?  Remember: �strong action, and not more committees or reports� - that is 
the line.  The very next paragraph says - 

A Liberal Government will, immediately on election, appoint a task force of selected senior Aboriginal 
leaders supported by . .  

It continues on along those lines. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  That�s what Aboriginal people want, in case you haven�t noticed. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  In his discussion paper, the member for Dawesville has a heading �Social Issues� and 
talks about alcoholism, family violence and sexual abuse.  He says �strong action, and not more committees� are 
needed, but in the next paragraph he says a Liberal government would have a task force.  Perhaps the member 
for Dawesville can tell me what the difference is between a task force and a committee?  What a nonsense! 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Dawesville!   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  What we have seen from members opposite are some glib assertions and some incorrect 
statements.  They do not appear to know what is going on.  They did not know what was going on when they 
were in government.  Members opposite do not really know what they would do if they ever got into government 
again, as detailed in their discussion paper.  They certainly do not know what is going on in communities such as 
Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek and the like.  The fact of the matter is that there has been a much greater focus on 
Indigenous affairs issues over the seven years of Labor government in this state.  We have not shied away from 
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the issues.  We have not been interested in only papering over the cracks and pretending that those issues do not 
exist.  This government has shone a light on these issues.  I think the Premier went through those issues very 
well.  From the moment we came to government, we instigated the �Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage� 
report nationally through the Council of Australian Governments, and it was a measure supported by Western 
Australia.  We put in place the policies and actions out of that.  We followed that up some six years ago with the 
Gordon report.  In fact, there are 125 initiatives out of that report that we have been progressing.  Some of those 
developments included: 28 additional child protection workers across the state, 15 Aboriginal support workers to 
provide counselling assistance, 14 new locations for the strong families program, eight specialist family 
protection coordinators in the regions, and eight multifunctional remote police facilities that are now fully 
operational and Jigalong is near completion.  We are committed to a further three multifunctional remote police 
facilities at Looma, Burringurrah and Blackstone.  Sexual assault services have been expanded in five regional 
locations.   

Like the Premier, I could stand here for hours and outline the kinds of things that the government is doing.  One 
thing we have put in place is a ministerial council on Indigenous affairs.  We have re-instigated the director 
generals� group on Indigenous affairs and given that renewed impetus.  In fact, only last week, I addressed the 
director generals� group on Indigenous affairs and talked to it about a proactive and joined-up approach.  I 
emphasised that this is an area that our government takes very seriously and that we expect all of their 
cooperation and strong action.   

I think today�s debate has been very disappointing.  Members opposite have come in with statements that are 
untrue.  They have presented what I think is a very muddled case, and they clearly have no idea of what - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Are you saying this Curtin report on restriction on the sale and supply of alcohol is untrue?  
Is that what you are saying? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  No, that is not what I am saying.  In fact, I do not even recall the Leader of the 
Opposition referring to that report when he had the opportunity to speak.   

I welcome, like our government does, the coroner having a look into these issues and I welcome whatever his 
recommendations may be, because we will not shy away from the hard decisions.  We will take the responsible 
actions.  Out of the Gordon inquiry report alone, and going up to 2010, this government will have invested in a 
$120 million commitment in and of its own. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  No government has done more than our government for Indigenous affairs.  That does 
not mean that there are no remaining problems, because there are clearly significant and entrenched issues that 
will be around for a long time to come.  However, we will proactively deal with these issues and we will not shy 
away from them. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Premier) [3.56 pm]:  I will speak very briefly because I want to allow 
time for the member for Kimberley and the member for Victoria Park to speak.  It was notable that in the 
opposition�s contribution to this debate, not a single mention was made of native title.  We have now settled 
21 native title determinations in this state; 14 through negotiation and seven by litigation.  We have settled native 
title over more than 700 000 square kilometres of Western Australia.  This government leads the nation in the 
area of land that is now subject to native title rights.  This is to be contrasted with the approach of the previous 
government, which was driven by propaganda and conflict.  The previous government�s native title legislation 
was ruled racist by the High Court in a seven-nil decision. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It wasn�t ruled racist.  Don�t tell lies in here!  It was a different thing. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  It was ruled to be in breach of the Racial Discrimination Act and I regard that as a ruling that 
it was, in fact, racist.  Therefore, we have that history of propaganda, division and conflict, and no progress.  Our 
new approach to native title has seen support from all relevant stakeholders and significant progress.  Progress in 
the settlement of interest in land should not be regarded as irrelevant to the overall progress and advantage of 
Aboriginal people.  It was notable that there was not a single mention of native title from members opposite in 
their contributions to this debate. 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [3.57 pm]:  I rise to contribute to the debate to put a couple of things on the 
record.  Firstly, and I believe most importantly, since 2003 the whole nature of Indigenous affairs has been in 
turmoil.  Aboriginal people live every day with uncertainty.  The thing about the government is that it provides a 
service, and it has been its obligation to do so since 1 July this year.  The most important part about that is that it 
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is a commonwealth-state agreement, because the commonwealth government, obviously, could not do anything 
about these issues after many, many years.  I am not saying that it is an easy area, but who has watched?  Let us 
not go on about that; let us look at what the government has been able to achieve - the good things.   

Members opposite keep talking about Fitzroy Crossing, but this is one of the only communities that did not have 
to hold a poll for its Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission elections because the community chose 
its own members.  This is a community that did some brilliant things, and now, all of a sudden, all these horrible 
things are happening.  Nindilingarri Cultural Health Services is operating as part of an agreement with the state 
government in that it is co-located with the local hospital, so that people attending have a relevant service.  Not 
only do people have the hospital, but they also have their health service right next door.  These services are 
funded to provide services to their local community and to the people.  This is what has been happening all 
along.  We have tried to listen to the community to do this, but it is the first time.   

For the first time ever, we have law and order in remote Aboriginal communities.  Women feel safe at night, and 
children feel safe again - finally, in some cases.  Members opposite should look at what is really happening.  
They cannot say that the government has done nothing when all these things are happening.  More than 
50 people have been charged with abusing children.  Nothing happened prior to that.  It was all too hard.  This 
motion is ridiculous. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  That�s not true. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  It is.  In 2003, these communities had their whole world thrown into turmoil.  Their 
community development employment projects were mucked up.  They want the things that any other human 
being wants - simply, certainty about their income, their housing and their services.  There was nothing.  This 
state government stepped in and provided a semblance of certainty, including law and order and community 
safety - things that every single person in this chamber takes for granted.  Members opposite should go to 
Kalumburu to see how the multifunctional police facility is working.  They should speak to the staff there.  For a 
start, they should speak to young Warren Greatorex.  He is a Kimberley man.  He is up there, feeling that he is 
making a difference.  However, if we did not have the infrastructure and the commitment of this government, 
that young man would not be there.  Why did he go into the police service?  It was because he thought he could 
make a difference.  Why do most people come into this place?  It is because they think they can make a 
difference.  This government has made a difference.  If members opposite sat with those people in their 
communities, on their land, those people would tell them that that is the case.  I cannot agree with this motion.  I 
think it is ridiculous. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [4.01 pm]:  I note that today in Aboriginal affairs across Western Australia, 
and across Australia, there are many problems.  No-one would ever deny that there are many problems.  
However, the motion is generic in nature.  The member for Dawesville has moved this motion, to use his words, 
to comment on the management of Indigenous affairs in this state and to make the house aware that his 
government, under Richard Court, was better at communicating with and listening to Aboriginal people.  To me, 
that smacks of some of the greatest sanctimonious hypocrisy that I have heard in my short time in this place; it 
really does.  After being in power for eight years previously, members opposite have finally got some moral 
fortitude on Aboriginal affairs. 

A second ago the member for Dawesville referred to a number of newspaper articles and a number of newspaper 
headlines.  I think it is worth considering what exactly the situation was when Richard Court was Premier of this 
state.  The Treasurer has already mentioned the discussion of native title and that that was not mentioned once by 
any member opposite in the debate today.  In the past 40 years, there have been three important dates in the 
history of Aboriginal affairs in Western Australia.  There was the 1967 referendum.  In 1993, 1994 and 1995, 
who could forget Richard Court�s attack on, and vilification of, Aboriginal people in this country, not just in 
Western Australia?  It was, without any shadow of a doubt, the defining moment for Richard Court.  His whole 
premiership was defined by his attack on, and vilification of, Aboriginal people in this state. 

I will refer to some headlines.  In September 1995, The Australian Financial Review contained a headline 
�Liberals fail again on Mabo�.  In October 1995, The Australian contained a headline �Court steps up anti-Mabo 
push�.  Who could forget what Mr Court said?  The article states -  

Mr Court said the claim was �right in our front yard� and suggested urban areas would be increasingly 
targeted by Aboriginal interests. 

That was despite all the legal advice that made it crystal clear that not one bit of freehold title was at threat - not 
one.  Mr Court went so far as to name streets.  Who could forget that he named streets, building a fear campaign?  
These are people in our community who for 200 years have had nothing.  He completely and utterly destroyed 
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any confidence they had and any ability they had to negotiate with government.  In December 1995, The West 
Australian contained a headline �Court stirs Mabo pot for Federal poll�.   

The article states -  

Mr Court denied the State Government�s constant references to a looming multi-billion-dollar resources 
boom were at odds with complaints about Mabo. 

In this place, the member for Dawesville has spoken with great admiration about the late Rob Riley.  The West 
Australian contained an article headed �Justice dream soured: Riley�.  There are literally hundreds of headlines 
that characterise Richard Court in his time as Premier. 

We are now seeing a response from government.  We are getting a response.  We are looking at the issues and 
we are dealing with them.  It is not easy.  The Leader of the National Party hit on this.  It is not easy.  However, 
for the other side of the house, with the sanctimonious moral fortitude that it has suddenly found, to come into 
this place and attack us on that basis has demeaned us all.  I will certainly oppose this motion. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [4.05 pm]:  There are only a couple of minutes left for this debate, so in that 
time I will reply to some of the things mentioned by members opposite.  The member for Victoria Park just 
mentioned consultation.  The interesting thing is that the Premier was in this place abusing everyone - 
Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Can the Acting Speaker get the peanut gallery to shut up for me? 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O�Gorman):  Order, members! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  The Premier was in this place abusing everyone - 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Bassendean! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The Premier was in this place abusing everyone, because I think we touched a raw nerve 
with him.  Now he is not here to hear the end of the debate.  It is just after four o�clock now.  I suppose, as he is a 
nine-to-five Premier, he probably has to get ready to go home and have dinner with the family tonight, when we 
will be in the chamber.  One of the interesting things that the member for Victoria Park mentioned was 
consultation and the way in which the government is doing things very well.  I will read one paragraph from a 
letter that was written to the Treasurer.  This is from the Martu people, writing on the Indigenous Conservation 
Title Bill that we are debating in this house right now.  It states - 

Your current crowd - 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The member should just listen.  It states -  

Your current crowd of Public Servants have shown a distinct lack of respect towards the Martu People 
and they are sick to death (literally) of the governments - 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Bassendean to order for the first time. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I will start again -  

Your current crowd of Public Servants have shown a distinct lack of respect towards the Martu People 
and they are sick to death (literally) of the governments inaction and arrogance, there are Aboriginal 
people who reside outside the Kimberley who need assistance and the assistance they receive at the 
moment is token at best. 

That letter is signed by Clinton Wolf, chief executive officer of the Western Desert Lands Aboriginal 
Corporation.  The Martu people are asking for that bill that we are debating right now to be withdrawn, because 
they have had absolutely no consultation, which gives the lie to the member for Victoria Park�s point about how 
well the government does things in this area. 
I will give another example of how that gives a lie to the point.  The minister mentioned that there are support 
services.  I am holding up a photo that appeared in The West Australian.  What sort of support services is that 
little girl getting?  Member for Kimberley, is that girl in the photograph in The West Australian of a couple of 
weeks ago safe? 
Mrs C.A. Martin:  What�s her name? 
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Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The member for Kimberley would have read it, believe me.  When that photo appeared in 
The West Australian a couple of weeks ago, I got a call from my great friend Percy Johnson, whom we have 
talked about in this chamber before.  He is a great Labor supporter.  However, he was ignored completely by the 
Minister for Health when he wanted to bring these things to the minister�s attention back in 2004.  We 
established that at some stage previously.  Percy Johnson talks to these people.  I reckon the member for 
Kimberley talks to her people also.  I respect what she says.  I reckon Percy Johnson talks to the people, and I 
respect what he says.  However, I do not think members on the other side talk to the people, though, because 
they do not understand what is happening.  They stand condemned because they do not understand the issues and 
they will not work on them.   

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
Ayes (22) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.H.D. Day Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr T.R. Buswell Dr K.D. Hames Mr A.J. Simpson Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr G. Snook Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  

 

Noes (28) 

Mr P.W. Andrews Mr R.C. Kucera Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens 
Dr J.M. Edwards Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs J. Hughes Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 

Question thus negatived. 
 


